
C&RL News January 2025 18

Dawn Behrend is the Dean of the University Libraries 
at Lenoir-Rhyne University, a position she has held since 
2024. Behrend has held several other positions at Lenoir-
Rhyne University, including Instruction and Outreach Li-
brarian (2019–2024) and Adjunct Instruction and Refer-
ence Librarian (2016–2019).

During her 11 years of ACRL membership, Behrend has 
served as vice-chair (2023–2024) and chair (2024–present) of 
the ACRL College Libraries Section (CLS); ex-officio mem-
ber of the ACRL Academic/Research Librarian of the Year 
Award Committee (2024–present); member of the ACRL 
Appointments Committee (2023–2024); vice-chair (2020–2021), chair (2021–2022), and 
past-chair (2022–2023) of the ACRL Chapters Council; and as a member (2017–2018), 
vice-chair (2018–2019), and chair (2019–2020) of the ACRL Membership Committee. 

Behrend has held various positions within the ACRL Education and Behavioral Sciences 
Section (EBSS), including member-at-large on the Executive Committee (2023–2025); 
secretary of the EBSS Psychology Committee (2023–2024); member of the EBSS Nominat-
ing 2024 Committee (2022–2024); member of the EBSS Conference Program Planning 
Committee (2021–2023); member of the EBSS Membership and Orientation Committee 
(2021–2023); member (2017–2020) and co-chair (2020–2022) of the EBSS Reference 
Sources and Services Committee); and member (2017–2018) and co-chair (2018–2020) 
of the EBSS Higher Education Committee.

Behrend’s experience with ALA includes being a member of the ALA Committee on the 
Status of Women in Librarianship (2017–2019).

Behrend’s activity with state, regional, and other national associations include serving on 
the North Carolina Library Association (vice-president/president-elect, 2021–2023, and 
president, 2023–present), North Carolina Library Association ACRL-NC Chapter (chair, 
2019–2021, and past-chair, 2021–2023), NC LIVE HomeGrown Selection Working Group 
(member, 2018–2024), Appalachian College Association Collection Development Com-
mittee (member, 2023–present), and Appalachian College Association Programming and 
Membership Committee (member, 2016–2020).

Behrend’s honors and awards include Appalachian College Association grant recipient 
(2018 and 2021) and the North Carolina Library Association First-Time Attendee Scholar-
ship (2016).

Other notable accomplishments for Behrend include her role as the Dean of the Librar-
ies at Lenoir-Rhyne University, where she manages the integration of a library collection 
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of more than 100,000 volumes into the existing library on the main campus. This project 
has involved logistical planning, weeding, budgeting, communicating with stakeholders, 
re-envisioning existing spaces, and developing familiarity with a specialized collection on 
the main campus.

Additionally, Behrend is a second-career librarian with a previous career as a master’s level 
clinical psychologist where she has used this knowledge to provide workshops for library 
professionals on the topics of self-care, neurodiversity, and mental illness including being 
an invited speaker in nine states and Canada.

Behrend has been a prolific contributor to the library science literature having completed 
21 works, of which 15 are either a peer-reviewed chapter or a journal article. She has also 
served as the chair of the conference planning committee for three conferences, one of which 
was the statewide NCLA biennial conference with close to 800 attendees.

Her publications include “Supporting the Academic and Mental Health Needs of First-
Generation Students: An Exploration of Library Services, Outreach, and Mental Health 
Advocacy in Fostering the Success of First-Generation Students” in O. Patterson and M. 
L. Rood (eds.), Student Success Librarianship: Critical Perspectives on an Evolving Profession 
(ACRL, forthcoming); “Fostering Awareness of Neurodiversity at a Liberal Arts University 
Library via Dedicated Collections, Targeted Library Events, and Cross-Campus Collabo-
rations” in A. M. Boyer and A. R. El-Chidiac (eds.), Supporting Neurodiverse Students in 
Libraries (ACRL, forthcoming); and “Distinguishing Depression from Burnout: Implica-
tions for Impactful Interventions for Long-Term Improvement” in C. Holm, A. Guimaraes, 
and N. Marcano (eds.), Academic Librarian Burnout: Causes and Responses (ACRL, 2022).

Alexia Hudson-Ward is the Associate Director of Research, 
Learning, and Strategic Partnerships at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT) Libraries, a position she has 
held since October 2020. Prior to her current role, Hudson-
Ward served as the Azariah Smith Root Director of Librar-
ies, Oberlin College and Conservatory (2016–2020), and 
Associate Librarian, Reference and Instruction, Pennsyl-
vania State University Libraries Abington College and the 
Great Valley School of Professional Studies (2006–2016).

During her 22 years of ACRL membership, Hudson-Ward 
has held several positions on the ACRL Conference Commit-
tees, including chair of the ACRL 2025 Conference (2023–2025), co-chair of the ACRL 
2023 Conference Keynotes Committee (2021–2023), and a member of the ACRL 2011 
Conference Virtual Conference Committee (2009–2011). 

Hudson-Ward has also served on the ACRL College Libraries Section (CLS) as past chair 
(2020–2021), chair (2019–2020), vice-chair (2018–2019). She was a member of the ACRL 
Budget and Finance Committee (2016–2020), co-chair of the ACRL Instruction Section 
(IS) ALA Midwinter Conference Instruction Section Soiree (2007–2008), and a member of 
the ACRL Marketing to Academic and College Libraries Committee (2007–2010). Hudson-
Ward also served as a member of the ACRL Instruction Section and the Women and Gender 
Studies Section (2007–2009), the ACRL IS Instruction for Diverse Populations Committee 
(2007–2009), and a member of the ACRL IS Advisory Committee (2007–2008).
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Hudson-Ward’s experience with ALA includes Life Membership in ALA and the Black 
Caucus of ALA. She has also served as a member of the ALA Executive Board (2012–2015) 
and divisional executive board liaison to ACRL, ALSC, and United for Libraries. She was also 
the ALA Councilor representing the Pennsylvania State Chapter (2010–2015). Hudson-Ward 
was a member of the ALA Committee on Professional Ethics (2020–2021); a member of the 
ALA Steering Committee on Organizational Effectiveness (2018–2020); a member of the 
ALA Budget and Planning Assembly (2011–2015); a member of the ALA Training, Orienta-
tion, and Leadership Development Committee (2007–2011); a member-mentor for the ALA 
Emerging Leader Program (2008–2009); and a member of the ALA Recruitment Assembly 
(2007–2008). She is currently a member of the Library History Round Table (LHRT).

Hudson-Ward’s activity with state, regional, and other national associations include 
serving as the Pennsylvania Library Association’s ALA Chapter Councilor (2010–2015); a 
Board of Directors member (2010–2015); and chair of the Annual Conference Evaluation 
(2008–2010). She also served at the Pennsylvania African American Library Association as 
president (2007–2008), vice-president/president-elect (2006–2007), and immediate past-
president (2008–2009).

Hudson-Ward’s honors and awards include ALA Emerging Leader (2007), the Pennsyl-
vania Library Association’s New Librarian of the Year (2007), a Library Journal Mover and 
Shaker (2008), Penn State Great Valley School of Professional Studies Faculty Diversity 
Achievement Award (2008), and the University of Pittsburgh School of Information Sci-
ences Outstanding Young Alumni Award (2013). She was a Penn State Big Ten Academic 
Alliance Academic Leadership Program Fellow (2013–2014) and a UCLA Library Senior 
Fellow 2024 cohort member.

Other notable accomplishments for Hudson-Ward include co-creating the successful MIT 
Libraries-ACRL Diversity Alliance Administrative Fellow program to prepare underrepre-
sented talent for future academic library leadership. During her tenure as Oberlin College’s 
first BIPOC director of libraries, she spearheaded naming the main library after civil rights 
leader Mary Church Terrell and supported an educational partnership with the Smithsonian.

Hudson-Ward’s board memberships, both past (LYRASIS and Center for Research Librar-
ies) and current (The Conversation US edition and the Corning Museum of Glass) support 
the global library community, scholars, writers, and artists across the disciplines through 
publishing, research, curatorial, and shared resourcing. As a faculty member of Harvard’s 
Leadership Institute for Academic Librarians and a nonprofit volunteer, she has positively 
impacted nearly 1,000 leaders as a leadership development educator.

Additionally, Hudson-Ward conceptualized Choice Publishing’s Toward Inclusive Excellence, 
an award-nominated multimedia blog that advances discourse regarding diversity, equity, 
inclusion, accessibility, belonging, and social justice in higher education, along with Mark 
Cummings and Bill Mickey, serving as its inaugural editor-in-chief for three years.

Her publications include co-authoring, with Dustin Fife, “Professional Development” in 
A Starter’s Guide for Academic Library Leaders: Advice in Conversation, edited by Amanda 
Clay Powers, Martin Garnar, and Dustin Fife (ALA Editions, 2019); co-editing, with Ju-
lie Rodrigues Widholm and Scott Walter, Cultural Heritage and the Campus Community: 
Academic Libraries and Museums in Collaboration (ACRL, 2022); and authoring “Open, 
Inclusive and Diverse” in Library 2035: Imagining the Next Generation of Libraries, edited 
by Sandra Hirsh (Rowman and Littlefield, 2024).
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ACRL Board of Directors
Vice-President/President-Elect: Dawn Behrend, Dean of the Libraries at Lenoir-Rhyne 

University; Alexia Hudson-Ward, Associate Director of Research, Learning, & Strategic 
Partnerships at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Libraries.

Director-at-Large: Andrea Falcone, Dean of Libraries, Binghamton University–SUNY; 
Arianne Hartsell-Gundy, Head, Humanities & Social Sciences Department & Librarian for 
Literature, Duke University.

Director-at-Large: Kimberley Bugg, Associate Library Director, AUC Woodruff Library; 
Elaine Gass Hirsch, Associate Director of Watzek Library, Lewis & Clark College.

ACRL Councilor: Millie Gonzalez, Library Dean, Framingham State College Henry 
Whittemore Library; Cassandra Kvenild, Dean of Libraries, University of Wyoming Libraries.

Anthropology and Sociology Section
Vice-chair/Chair-elect: Catherine Bowers, Reference Librarian, Valdosta State University.
Secretary: Monique K. Clark, Librarian, Loyola University Chicago; Jeffrey S. Wheeler, 

Assistant Professor and Reference & Liaison Librarian, University of Illinois at Chicago.
Member-at-Large: Emera Bridger Wilson, Collection Management Librarian, Assistant 

Professor, Northern Michigan University.

Arts Section
Vice-chair/Chair-elect: Megan Lotts, Art Librarian, Rutgers, the State University of New 

Jersey; Lauren Puzier, User Experience Librarian, University at Albany.
Secretary: Cory Budden, Instruction & Outreach Librarian, University of Maine at Au-

gusta; Cassandra Belliston, Art and Design Librarian, Brigham Young University Library.

Community and Junior College Libraries Section
Vice-chair/Chair-elect: Christine (Mi-Seon) Kim, Chief Librarian/Associate Professor/

Science Librarian, Queensborough Community College.
Member-at-Large: Jaimee McRoberts, Learning Commons Director, Prince George‘s Com-

munity College; Elizabeth Nebeker, Instruction Librarian, Lone Star College CyFair/HCPL.

College Libraries Section
Vice-chair/Chair-elect: Susan Mythen, Dean of Library and Tutoring Services, Florida 

State College at Jacksonville.
Secretary: Krista Pegnetter, Reference and Instruction Librarian, Assistant Technical 

Professor, King’s College; Jessica Epstein, Social Science Librarian, Georgia State University.
Member-at-Large: Ping Fu, Library Director & College Librarian, Whitman College.

Digital Scholarship Section 
Vice-chair/Chair-elect: Teresa Schultz, Scholarly Communications & Social Sciences 

Librarian, University of Nevada, Reno.
Member-at-Large: Katie Mika, Data Services Librarian, Harvard University; Olivia 

Wikle, Head of Digital Scholarship and Initiatives, Iowa State University; John Knox, Digital 
Scholarship Librarian, University of North Carolina Wilmington.
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Distance and Online Learning Section
Vice-chair/Chair-elect: Hope Kelly, Online Learning Librarian, Virginia Commonwealth 

University; James K Teliha, Dean of the Library & Learning Commons, Utica University.
Secretary/Archivist: John Stawarz, Online Learning Librarian, Syracuse University Li-

braries.
Member-at-Large: Laura Harris, Web Services and Distance Learning Librarian, SUNY 

Oswego.

Education and Behavioral Sciences Section
Vice-chair/Chair-elect: Stephen Maher, Librarian for Social Work and Psychology, NYU 

Libraries; Carin Graves, Social Sciences Librarian, Michigan State University Libraries.
Secretary: Sabine Jean Dantus, Outreach & Reference Librarian, Florida International 

University; Brittany Kester, Education Librarian, University of Florida George A. Smathers 
Libraries.

Member-at-Large: Amy James, Online Librarian for Education & Information Literacy, 
Baylor University; Caitlin Stewart, Teaching and Learning Librarian, Illinois State University.

European Studies Section 
Vice-chair/Chair-elect: Tom Harding, Liaison Librarian, University of Waterloo; Chel-

lammal Vaidyanathan, European/World History, Philosophy, and Classics Librarian, Emory 
University.

Secretary: Tara Murray Grove, Librarian for Germanic and Slavic Languages and Litera-
tures, Penn State University Libraries.

Member-at-Large: Milan Pohontsch, Cataloger, Brigham Young University.

Instruction Section
Vice-chair/Chair-elect: Maoria J. Kirker, Lead, Teaching & Learning Team, George 

Mason University.
Secretary: Jamie Johnson, Research and Instruction Librarian, California State Univer-

sity, Northridge; Rachel Trnka, Instruction & Engagement Librarian, University of Central 
Florida.

Member-at-Large: Alyssa Denneler, Scholars’ Commons Librarian, Indiana University 
Bloomington; Renae Watson, Head of Research Services, Washington and Lee University; 
Nicole LaMoreaux, Director of Library Services, LIM College; Jessica Szempruch, Associate 
University Librarian, University of South Florida.

Literatures in English Section
Vice-chair/Chair-elect: Mark Dahlquist, Humanities and Social Sciences Librarian, Miami 

University; Eric Jeitner, User Experience Librarian, Stockton University.
Secretary: Carla Baricz, Librarian for Literature in English and Comparative Literature, 

Yale University; Brian Matzke, Digital Humanities Librarian, Central Connecticut State 
University.

Member-at-Large: Sam Lohmann, Reference Librarian, Washington State University 
Vancouver; Laura Semrau, Humanities Librarian, Baylor University.
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Politics, Policy, and International Relations Section
Vice-chair/Chair-elect: Danya Leebaw, Director, Social Sciences Department, University 

of Minnesota Libraries.
Secretary: Ameet Doshi, Head, Donald E. Stokes Library, Princeton University.
Member-at-Large: Jennifer Castle, Librarian for Human and Organizational Develop-

ment, Vanderbilt University; Shaunda Vasudev, International Studies Librarian, American 
University Bender Library.

Rare Books and Manuscripts Section
Vice-chair/Chair-elect: Jamie Cumby, Librarian, The Grolier Club; Julie K. Tanaka, As-

sociate Dean for Distinctive Collections, University of Washington.
Secretary: Jana Gowan, Reference & Outreach Librarian, Helmerich Center for American 

Research, Gilcrease Museum; Juli McLoone, Curator, University of Michigan Library Special 
Collections Research Center.

Member-at-Large: Rafael A Linares Blasini, Special Collections Librarian, La Casa Del 
Libro Museum & Library; Sara Schliep, Archivist and Cataloger, Folger Shakespeare Library.

Science and Technology Section
Vice-chair/Chair-elect: Tara Radniecki, Associate Dean, University Libraries, University 

of Arizona; Chapel Cowden, Health & Sciences Librarian, University of Tennessee at Chat-
tanooga.

Secretary: Kirstin Duffin, Research Support Librarian, Eastern Illinois University; Nicole 
Helregel, Librarian for Open Science, New York University.

Member-at-Large: Greg Nelson, Chemical and Life Sciences Librarian, Brigham Young 
University; Christina Chan-Park, Science Librarian, Baylor University.

University Libraries Section
Vice-chair/Chair-elect: Carrie Donovan, Head of Public Services, Hillman Library, Uni-

versity of Pittsburgh; Jane Hammons, Teaching and Learning Engagement Librarian, The 
Ohio State University.

Secretary: Holly Kouns, Coordinator of Public Services, Missouri State University; Anna 
Sandelli, Head, Teaching and Learning Programs, University of Tennessee, Knoxville.

Member-at-Large: Caterina Reed, Academic Engagement Librarian, Stony Brook Uni-
versity; Karen Doster-Greenleaf, Director, Academic Engagement and Instruction, Kennesaw 
State University; Symphony Bruce, Critical Pedagogy Librarian, New York University.

Women and Gender Studies Section
Vice-chair/Chair-elect: Katerina Allmendinger, Success and Engagement Librarian, Uni-

versity of Colorado Boulder.
Secretary: Jillian Sandy, Instruction & Outreach Librarian, Binghamton University Li-

braries.
Member-at-Large: Alison Wessel, Social Sciences Librarian, University of Delaware. 


