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Perspectives on the Framework

The ACRL Education and Behavioral Sciences Section (EBSS) Instruction for Educators 
Committee (IFE Committee) is charged “to make distinctive contributions as educa-

tion library specialists to the field of bibliographic instruction.”1 Beginning in fall 2020, 
members of the IFE Committee worked to create an ACRL Framework for Information 
Literacy for Higher Education (Framework) companion document for the field of teacher 
education. The Companion Document to the ACRL Framework for Information Literacy 
for Higher Education: Instruction for Educators (Companion Document),2 approved by 
the ACRL Board of Directors in June 2023, is designed to provide support for teacher 
preparation programs to develop educator research skills and pedagogical praxis in the 
realm of information literacy. The EBSS IFE Committee examined key literature and 
professional standards and created a draft document within ACRL’s LibGuides,3 which 
was revised after receiving many rounds of feedback from librarians and educators in the 
field. This article shares the process involved in creating the Companion Document, a 
theoretical overview within a disciplinary context, practical ways to teach the content, 
and an exploration of next steps for the implementation of the Companion Document.

Background and Disciplinary Context
Librarians who teach information literacy to students studying to become educators are 
supporting students’ development in three areas: teacher preparation and education, teach-
er professional practice, and teacher pedagogy practice. Librarians design and prepare in-
struction to (1) support teacher education students’ coursework in their teacher education 
program, (2) prepare teachers for research skills needed in their careers, and (3) prepare 
teachers to support the information needs and practices of their students.4 The Framework 
for Information Literacy, along with inquiry and reflection practices, can deepen students’ 
understanding of research practice and knowledge within the disciplines.5 Librarians who 
work with education students and within social science fields offer research experiences that 
extend into professional practice, such as supporting research for evidence-based classroom 
practice6,7 and fostering and guiding K–12 students’ information literacy skills and disposi-
tions.8 The connections between teacher education and information literacy highlight the 
need for a companion document.
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The IFE Committee created the Information Literacy Standards for Teacher Educa-
tion9 between 2006 and 2011 and linked that document to the 2000 ACRL Information 
Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education.10 In 2020, the IFE Committee 
considered revising the document to align with the ACRL Framework for Information 
Literacy. Communication with EBSS leadership and the ACRL Information Literacy 
Frameworks and Standards Committee, along with IFE Committee member discussion, 
reinforced a need to produce a new document focused on the Framework.

Companion Document Creation
After deciding a new document focused on the Framework was needed, the IFE Com-
mittee identified the steps needed to complete the Companion Document. They decided 
to work in small teams, which ensured no major task was assigned to a single person. The 
committee’s work started with a review of ACRL guidance on creating companion docu-
ments.11,12 They also consulted the chairs of the EBSS Social Work Committee and Com-
munication Studies Committee on their processes for developing companion documents 
for social work and journalism. A committee team used this information to create a project 
plan for the Companion Document creation.

Figure 1. Screenshot from the Companion Document to the ACRL Framework for Information Literacy for Higher Education: Instruc-
tion for Educators LibGuide.
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The first section of the project plan was an environmental scan. The committee wanted to 
know how librarians integrate the Framework as they work with teacher education students 
and education faculty. They hosted the discussion “Teaching the Teachers: A Collabora-
tive Discussion on the Framework and Standards for Teacher Education Students”13 on 
November 13, 2020. After the discussion, a literature review on the intersection of teacher 
education and the Framework was conducted. As the committee reviewed the search results, 
they determined whether each resource aligned with specific frames. The committee also 
considered the reviewed literature through the lenses of social justice, metacognition, and 
digital/media literacy, key concepts in teacher education.

An essential feature of the project plan was multiple drafts based on feedback from edu-
cation librarians. The committee used the feedback from the discussion and the literature 
review analysis to create the first draft of the Companion Document in LibGuides. The 
committee divided into three teams, with each team assigned two frames to draft. As part of 
this work, the teams reviewed the Interstate Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium 
(InTASC) Model Core Teaching Standards14 and the International Society for Technology 
in Education (ISTE) Standards for Educators15 to identify where those standards aligned 
with their assigned frames. The first draft of three frames was completed by June 2021. New 
committee members joined the teams in fall 2021. A polished draft of all frames was finished 
in time to share with participants before the discussion event “The ACRL Framework and 
Teacher Education: Shaping the Companion Document for Instruction for Education,”16 
held on December 10, 2021. Participants provided essential feedback on each frame. 

Based on that feedback, the IFE Committee substantially revised the Companion Docu-
ment. In particular, discussion participants asked for more emphasis on how to integrate the 
frames and education standards into instruction. This suggestion prompted an overhaul of 
the sample objectives and activities sections of each frame. The next version of the document 
was shared more widely within EBSS. Additionally, the EBSS Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion 
Task Force was asked to review the document with a social justice lens. These two rounds 
of feedback led to the next version. After review by the EBSS leadership, the Information 
Literacy Frameworks and Standards Committee, and the ACRL Standards Committee, the 
ACRL Board of Directors approved the Companion Document in June 2023.

Companion Document Example
The Companion Document is divided into sections corresponding to the six frames in the 
Framework for Information Literacy. Within each frame there is a section titled “In an Ed-
ucation Context.” This section articulates which information literacy knowledge practices 
and dispositions are relevant to each of the three teacher roles (as teacher education student, 
as professional, and as classroom teacher). The relationships between the three teacher roles 
and the frames are demonstrated in this example from Scholarship as Conversation:

In their course assignments, teacher education students need to be able to:

•	demonstrate their ability to trace the history of a given scholarly conversation using 
citations; and

•	summarize changes in educational scholarly perspectives over time on a particular topic.17

Scholarship as Conversation also applies to a teacher’s professional practice, where they 
need to be able to: 
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•	inform themselves about new ideas and understandings in teaching and education 
through their reading, their use of digital tools (e.g., journal and search alerts), and 
their participation in learning networks; and

•	use their newfound knowledge to improve their own professional teaching practice.18

Librarians working with teacher education students can prepare them for their work in 
PK–12 classrooms so that as teachers, they are ready to:

•	invite students to respond to diverse perspectives by constructing their own arguments 
while crediting the authors and creators of the works to which they are responding; and

•	encourage students to develop their own voice and to share their own knowledge, cre-
ative works, and inquiry findings with others.19

The Companion Document, as a whole, helps librarians working with teacher education 
students to provide support for lifelong learning for educators.

Next Steps
Now that the Companion Document has been approved by the ACRL Board of Directors 
and published, the IFE Committee can assist librarians with the application of the Frame-
work and the challenge of relating the Companion Document to state education standards. 
The IFE Committee also understands any document of this length and complexity will re-
main a work in progress. Given the success of the IFE discussion forums in 2020 and 2021, 
as well as the 2022 event “Fulfilling the Framework: Strategies for Activating Information 
Literacy Skills for Pre-service Educators,”20 the IFE Committee anticipates continuing to 
facilitate online conversations with librarians and educators that will employ the document 
as a resource while also gathering feedback on the ways it can continue to improve. These 
discussions will inform future work to ensure the document serves the broadest possible ar-
ray of potential users. Research into the Companion Document will also add to the limited 
literature available on teacher education, and the Framework will be used to inform future 
revisions of the document.

Based on conversations from the forums, the IFE Committee observed that librarians in 
this field expressed a greater need for instructional activities and assessments that implement 
the Framework successfully. A concerted effort to develop a larger collection of example les-
sons, whether by developing them in-house through the work of IFE Committee members 
or by soliciting and curating lessons from EBSS membership (or other ACRL sections), 
would benefit users of the Companion Document.

Conclusion
In reflecting on its work in recent years, the IFE Committee is delighted to see its goal reach 
fruition in sharing the Companion Document with the wider ACRL community. This 
could not have been accomplished without the generous contributions of the librarians and 
educators who participated in the discussion forums and feedback surveys. Their insights 
were critically important to the revision of the Companion Document. In engaging in this 
work, the IFE Committee learned much from the ACRL groups that had already devel-
oped companion documents for the Framework and is therefore ready to support others in 
the creation of companion documents. The Companion Document is a major contribution 
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to the field of information literacy instruction in teacher education because it integrates the 
Framework into the work of educators at every level. 
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