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Prepared by the ACRL Intellectual Freedom Committee

I T h e  privacy  o f library  u se rs is sac ro ­
sa n c t. P o lic ie s  s h o u ld  b e  in  p la c e  
that m aintain confidentiality o f library bo

row ing records and  o f o th er inform ation re­
lating to  personal use  o f library inform ation. 
T hese policies shou ld  em brace books bor­
row ed, reserve item s used, areas o f  research  
activity, and  databases consulted. T he loca­
tion o f som e com puter w orkstations should  
b e  p lanned  to  provide a deg ree  o f privacy.

2 The developm en t o f library collections 
should  transcend th e  personal values o f 

the selector. In the  interests o f  research  an
learning, it is appropriate  that collections con­
tain m aterials representing  a variety o f pe r­
spectives o n  subjects that m ay b e  considered  
controversial.

3 P re se rv a tio n  a n d  re p la c e m e n t e fforts 
should  ensu re  that th e  balance in library 

m aterials is m aintained and  that controve
sial m aterials are no t lost to  the  collections 
th rough  theft, loss, o r norm al w ear and  tear. 
Staff shou ld  b e  alert to  efforts by  special in­
terest g roups to  bias a  collection though  sys­
tem atic theft o r mutilation.

4 Licensing agreem ents are the  only legiti­
m ate reason  for restricting access to da ­

tabases. T hese agreem ents should  no t be  i
conflict w ith the  Library Bill o f Rights and 
should  m axim ize access.

3 O nly unfiltered  access to  the  In terne t 
should  be  offered  in an  academ ic library. 

Filtering dev ices are a  con trad ic tion  o f th
academ ic library m ission to  fu rther research  
and learning through exposure to the  b road­
est possible range of information resources.

r
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6 F reedom  o f inform ation and  of expres­
sion should  be  p rom oted  in library ex­

r­ hibits and  reflected in library policy docu­
m ents as an  essential Am erican value.

7L ibrary  m e e tin g  ro o m s a n d  re se a rc h  
carre ls sh o u ld  b e  av a ilab le  to  all lib rary  
u se rs  reg ard less  o f  re sea rch  b e in g  p u rsu e d  

o r sub ject b e in g  d iscussed . Any restric tions 
m ad e  n ece ssa ry  b e c a u se  o f  lim ited  avail­
ab ility  sh o u ld  b e  b a se d  o n  su ch  facto rs as 
acad em ic  s ta tu s a n d  n e e d  fo r th e  sp ace  
ra th e r th an  o n  c o n te n t o f  re sea rc h  o r  d is­

d  cussion .

8W h e n e v e r  p o ss ib le , lib ra ry  se rv ice s  
sh o u ld  be  available w ithou t charge in 
order not to discourage inquiry. W here charges 

are  essential, a  free o r low -cost alternative 
(e.g ,, dow nloading to disc rather than  print­
ing) sh o u ld  b e  available w h en  possible.

­

9 A service culture should  be p rom oted  
that affords equal access to  inform ation 

for all in the  college or university com m u­
nity w ith no  discrim ination on  the  basis of 
race, values, sex, sexual orientation, cultural 
o r e thnic background , religious beliefs, or 
views.

n WA pro ced u re  ensuring  d u e  process 
shou ld  be  in place to  deal w ith re­
quests by  those  w ith in  and  outside  the  col­

lege or university com m unity for rem oval o f 
library resources, exhibits, o r services.

 n it is recom m ended  that this statem ent 
o f principle be  end o rsed  by  ap p ropri­
ate  institutional governing bodies, including 

the  faculty senate.

Intellectual freedom principles for 
academic libraries: Third draft



C& RL N ew s ■  Ju n e  1 9 9 9 / 4 71

Developing the statement

A  s tro n g  in te lle c tu a l f r e e d o m  p e r s p e c t iv e  

is c r it ic a l  to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a c a d e m ic  

lib ra ry  c o lle c t io n s  a n d  s e r v ic e s  th a t  d is p a s ­

s io n a te ly  m e e t  th e  e d u c a t io n  a n d  re s e a r c h  

n e e d s  o f  a  c o l le g e  o r  u n iv e rs ity  c o m m u ­

n ity . T h e  g e n e r a l  p r in c ip le s  s e t  fo r th  in  th e  

L ib ra ry  B ill  o f  R ig h ts  fo rm  a n  in d is p e n s ­

a b le  fra m e w o rk  fo r  b u ild in g  c o lle c t io n s , s e r ­

v ic e s , a n d  p o lic ie s  th a t  s e r v e  th e  e n tire  a c a ­

d e m ic  c o m m u n ity . T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  th is  

s ta te m e n t  is to  p ro v id e  a n  in te rp r e ta t io n  o f  

g e n e r a l  in te lle c tu a l f r e e d o m  p r in c ip le s  in  

a n  a c a d e m ic  lib ra ry  s e tt in g  a n d , in  th e  p r o ­

c e s s , ra is e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  th e  in te lle c tu a l 

f r e e d o m  c o n te x t  w ith in  w h ic h  a c a d e m ic  li­

b r a r ia n s  w o rk .

A C R L ’s In te lle c tu a l F r e e d o m  C o m m itte e  

( IF C )  d e v e lo p e d  tw o  p re lim in a ry  d ra fts  o f  

th is  d o c u m e n t  p r io r  to  A LA ’s 1 9 9 9  M id w in ­

te r  M e e tin g . At its Ja n u a r y  3 0  m e e tin g  in  

P h ila d e lp h ia , th e  c o m m itte e  a d o p te d  re v i­

s io n s  th a t  w ill s e r v e  a s  th e  b a s is  fo r  re v ie w  

b y  A C R L m e m b e rs h ip .

P art o f  th e  A CRL/IFC p ro g ra m  a t th e  1 9 9 9  

ALA A n n u al C o n fe re n c e  in  N ew  O rle a n s  w ill 

b e  a l lo c a te d  to  a n  o p e n  h e a r in g  o n  th is  

s ta te m e n t . T h e  p ro g ra m  is  s c h e d u le d  fo r  

M o n d a y , J u n e  2 8 , 9 :3 0 - 1 1  a .m . P r io r  to  th e  

h e a r in g , S te v e  H e rb , c h a ir  o f  A LA ’s IF C  a n d  

a n  a c a d e m ic  lib ra r ia n , w ill g iv e  a  p r e s e n ta ­

t io n  e n tit le d , “F r e e d o m , P riv a cy , a n d  th e  

In te r n e t : a n  A c a d e m ic  L ib ra ry  P r im e r .”

M e m b e rs  o f  th e  IF C  a r e  L a u re n c e  M iller, 

c h a ir ; S u s a n  B ry n te s o n ; J a c k  F o r m a n ; C h a r­

lo tte  H e s s ; K e ith  W . R u s s e ll ; M arty  S tilw e ll; 

K a re n  B a c s a n y i , in te rn ; J e n n if e r  S. B u rr, in ­

te rn .

R e a d e rs  a re  in v ite d  to  s e n d  c o m m e n ts  

a n d  s u g g e s te d  re v is io n s  to  L a u re n c e  M iller, 

c h a ir  o f  th e  A CRL In te lle c tu a l F re e d o m  C o m ­

m itte e , e -m a il : M ille rL @ fiu .e d u  o r  v ia  fa x  at 

( 3 0 5 )  3 4 8 - 3 4 0 8 . ■

( “A n d  t h e  iv in n e r s …"  c o n t .f r o m  p a g e  4 6 9 )

Law  and Political Science (LPSS)
V ice -C h a ir/ C h a ir -E le c t: J a n i c e  S . L e w is  ( 5 4 ) ;

L isa  R. S tim a tz  ( 5 3 ) .

M e m b e r -a t-L a r g e  ( 2 - y e a r  t e r m ) : M a d i s o n  

M o s e l y  ( 6 0 ) ;  B a rb a r a  P. N o re lli ( 4 7 ) .  

S e c re ta ry  ( 2 -y e a r  te rm ): G a b r ie l le  M . C a r r  

( 9 4 ) ;  W rite -In  C a n d id a te  ( 3 ) .

Rare Books and M anuscripts (RBMS)
V ice-C hair/ C hair-E lect: M a rk  G . D im u n a tio n  

(1 9 5 ) ;  R o b e r t  L. M a x w e ll (8 0 ) .

M e m b e r - a t - L a r g e  ( 3 - y e a r  t e r m ) :  J e a n  W . 

A s h t o n  ( 1 3 7 ) ;  P e g g y  E . D a u b  ( 1 2 6 ) .
S e c re ta ry  ( 2 -y e a r  te rm ): T h o m a s  L . A m o s  

( 1 4 1 ) ;  D . B r u c e  W h ite m a n  (1 1 6 ) .

Science and Technology (STS)
V ice -C h a ir/ C h a ir -E le c t: J u l i e  M . H u r d  ( 1 6 3 ) ;

J u l ia  M . G e lfa n d  ( 1 1 6 ) .  

S e c r e ta r y / M e m b e r -a t -L a r g e  ( 3 - y e a r  t e r m ): 

A m y  W . S h a n n o n  (1 4 5 ) ;  K a th le e n  A. C. 

F le m in g  ( 1 1 4 ) .

Slavic and East European (SEES)
V ice-C h a ir/ C h air-E lect: M ie c z y s la w  ( M is c h a )

B u c z k o w s k i  ( 2 7 ) ;  G ra z y n a  S la n d a  ( 2 0 ) .

M em ber-at-Large (3 -y e a r  term ): D ia n a  G re e n e  

(2 7 ); M aria K rystyna B o ry siew icz  (2 1 ).

University Libraries (ULS)
V ic e - C h a ir / C h a ir - E le c t : E l a i n e  K . D i d i e r  

( 5 1 3 ) ;  J a m e s  J .  K o p p  ( 3 9 8 )
S e c r e ta r y  ( 2 - y e a r  t e r m ) : J o h n  A . L e h n e r  

( 4 2 0 ) ;  M a rc  M e o la  ( 3 9 5 ) .

M e m b e r - a t - L a r g e  ( 3 - y e a r  t e r m , 2  to  b e  

e l e c t e d ) :  I l e n e  F .  R o c k m a n  ( 5 8 0 ) ;  

J e a n n e  G .S o h n  ( 5 3 8 ) ;  C h a r le s  W ilt ( 3 1 3 ) ;  

W r ite -In -C a n d id a te  ( 8 ) .

Western European Specialists (WESS)
V ic e -C h a ir/ C h a ir -E le c t : J e f f r e y  G a r r e t t  ( 6 0 ) ;

M a r je  S c h u e tz e -C o b u r n  ( 4 5 ) .
S e c re ta ry  ( 1 -y e a r  te rm ): K a t h l e e n  H u n t e r  

R u t t e r  ( 6 0 ) ;  M a ria n n a  M c K im  ( 4 4 ) .

M e m b e r - a t - L a r g e  ( 1 - y e a r  t e r m ) :  K a t a l i n  

R a d ie s  ( 5 5 ) ;  L au ra  D a le  B is c h o f  ( 5 0 ) .

W omen's Studies (WSS)
V ic e -C h a ir/ C h a ir -E le c t : T h e r e s a  A . T o b i n

( 6 7 ) ;  E m ily  S. S ilv e rm a n  ( 5 4 ) .

S e c r e ta r y  ( 1 - y e a r  t e r m ): S a n d r a  A . R i v e r

( 6 8 ) ;  C h a r le n e  E . H o v a tte r  ( 4 7 ) .

M e m b e r - a t - L a r g e  ( 2 - y e a r  t e r m ) : D o l o r e s

F i d i s h u n  ( 6 1 ) ;  M a y  M o n t a s e r  J a f a r i  

( 5 6 ) .  ■
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