Intellectual freedom principles for
academic libraries: Third draft

Prepared by the ACRL Intellectual Freedom Committee

The privacy of library users is sacro-
I sanct. Policies should be in place
that maintain confidentiality of library bor-
rowing records and of other information re-
lating to personal use of library information.
These policies should embrace books bor-
rowed, reserve items used, areas of research
activity, and databases consulted. The loca-
tion of some computer workstations should
be planned to provide a degree of privacy.

should transcend the personal values of

he selector. In the interests of research and
learning, itisappropriate that collections con-
tain materials representing a variety of per-
spectives on subjects that may be considered
controversial.

2The development of library collections

should ensure that the balance in library

materials is maintained and that controver-
sial materials are not lost to the collections
through theft, loss, or normal wear and tear.
Staff should be alert to efforts by special in-
terest groups to bias a collection though sys-
tematic theft or mutilation.

3Preservation and replacement efforts

Licensing agreements are the only legiti-

mate reason for restricting access to da-

tabases. These agreements should not be in
conflict with the Library Bill of Rights and
should maximize access.

should be offered in an academic library.

iltering devices are a contradiction of the
academic library mission to further research
and learning through exposure to the broad-
est possible range of information resources.

3Only unfiltered access to the Internet
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Freedom of information and of expres-

sion should be promoted in library ex-

hibits and reflected in library policy docu-
ments as an essential American value.

Library meeting rooms and research

carrels should be available to all library

users regardless of research being pursued
or subject being discussed. Any restrictions
made necessary because of limited avail-
ability should be based on such factors as
academic status and need for the space
rather than on content of research or dis-
cussion.

W henever possible, library services
85hou|d be available without charge in

order not to discourage inquiry. Where charges
are essential, a free or low-cost alternative
(e.g,, downloading to disc rather than print-
ing) should be available when possible.

A service culture should be promoted
9that affords equal access to information
for all in the college or university commu-
nity with no discrimination on the basis of
race, values, sex, sexual orientation, cultural
or ethnic background, religious beliefs, or

views.

A procedure ensuring due process
should be in place to deal with re-
quests by those within and outside the c¢
lege or university community for removal of
library resources, exhibits, or services.
n of principle be endorsed by appropri-
ate institutional governing bodies, includin
the faculty senate.

it isrecommended that this statement



A strong intellectual freedom perspective
is critical to the development of academic
library collections and services that dispas-
sionately meet the education and research
needs of a college or university commu-
nity. The general principles set forth in the
Library Bill of Rights form an indispens-
able framework for building collections, ser-
vices, and policies that serve the entire aca-
demic community. The purpose of this
statement is to provide an interpretation of
general intellectual freedom principles in
an academic library setting and, in the pro-
cess, raise consciousness of the intellectual
freedom context within which academic li-
brarians work.

ACRL’s Intellectual Freedom Committee
(IFC) developed two preliminary drafts of
this document prior to ALA’s 1999 Midwin-
ter Meeting. At its January 30 meeting in
Philadelphia, the comm ittee adopted revi-

(“And the ivinners.." cont.from page 469)

Law and Political Science (LPSS)
Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect: Janice S. Lewis (54);
Lisa R. Stimatz (53).

Member-at-Large (2-year term): M adison
M osely (60); Barbara P. Norelli (47).
Secretary (2-year term): Gabrielle M. Carr

(94); Write-In Candidate (3).

Rare Books and Manuscripts (RBMS)

Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect: Mark G. Dimunation
(195); Robert L. Maxwell (80).

Member-at-Large (3-year term): Jean W.
Ashton (137); Peggy E. Daub (126).

Secretary (2-year term): Thomas L. Amos
(141); D. Bruce Whiteman (116).

Science and Technology (STS)

Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect: Julie M. Hurd (163);
Julia M. Gelfand (116).

Secretary/Member-at-Large (3-year term):
Amy W. Shannon (145); Kathleen A. C.
Fleming (114).

Slavic and East European (SEES)
Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect: Mieczyslaw (M ischa)
Buczkowski (27); Grazyna Slanda (20).

sions that will serve as the basis for review
by ACRL membership.

Part of the ACRL/IFC program at the 1999
ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans will
be allocated to an open hearing on this
statement. The program is scheduled for
Monday,June 28, 9:30-11 a.m. Prior to the
hearing, Steve Herb, chair of ALA’s IFC and
an academic librarian, will give a presenta-
tion entitled, “Freedom, Privacy, and the
Internet: an Academic Library Primer.”

Members of the IFC are Laurence Miller,
chair; Susan Brynteson;Jack Forman; Char-
lotte Hess; Keith W. Russell; Marty Stilwell;
Karen Bacsanyi, intern;Jennifer S. Burr, in-
tern.

Readers are invited to send comments
and suggested revisions to Laurence Miller,
chairofthe ACRL Intellectual Freedom Com-
mittee, e-mail: MillerL@fiu.edu or via fax at
(305) 348-3408. =

Member-at-Large (3-year term): Diana Greene

(27); Maria Krystyna Borysiewicz (21).

University Libraries (ULS)

Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect: Elaine K. Didier
(513); James J. Kopp (398)

Secretary (2-year term): John A. Lehner
(420); Marc Meola (395).

Member-at-Large
elected): Illene F. Rockman (580);
Jeanne G.Sohn (538); Charles Wilt (313);
Write-In-Candidate (8).

(3-year term, 2 to be

Western European Specialists (WESS)

Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect: Jeffrey G arrett (60);
Marje Schuetze-Coburn (45).

Secretary (l1-year term): Kathleen Hunter
Rutter (60); Marianna McKim (44).

Member-at-Large (l1-year term): Katalin
Radies (55); Laura Dale Bischof (50).

Women's Studies (WSS)

Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect: Theresa A. Tobin
(67); Emily S. Silverman (54).

Secretary (l1-year term): Sandra A. River
(68); Charlene E. Hovatter (47).

Member-at-Large (2-year term): Dolores
Fidishun (61);
(56).m
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[CIMS133-22 Using Digital Images on Campus:
$9.00 Lessons from the Meseum Educa-
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C .Stephenson
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