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Curiosity engaged in what the authors describe as edgework, moves beyond filling infor-
mation gaps by making relational connections—and breaking them. Librarians are aware of 
imperfect information architectures and engage in efforts to change and work around them. 
Instructing students how they too can make unexpected discoveries if they change a keyword 
or simply open themselves to new ideas can bring about the possibility for knowledge network 
growth. As librarians themselves operate within a meta-discipline, how is a praxis of curiosity 
passed along to students and educational institutions? Could the invisible information struc-
tures navigated regularly be made visible and find advocates for system change? Zurn and 
Bassett provide answers but generates further questions about the nature of curiosity. There 
is a lighthearted and rebellious spirit at the heart of Curious Minds that affirms the power of 
these small divergences in the mind to crack open streams of new connections and curious 
futures. — Ginny Barnes, First Year Student Success Librarian, California State University, Fresno
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It is clear from the first pages of this book that authors Keyes and Dworak 
care deeply about students who are also parents, an increasing population 
found on college campuses. Supporting Student Parents in the Academic Li-
brary opens with the authors’ own experiences observing student parents 
on their campuses and point out their relative invisibility, both in physical 
spaces, consideration in policies, and in the data collected at higher edu-
cation institutions. They note “our point is to highlight the fact that a lack 
of data being collected about students’ parenting status renders them less 
visible, and thus this group continues to be underserved” (xviii). While 
some chapters may digress into a discussion of higher education in more 

general terms rather than focusing on the library, ultimately the book is a detailed, timely, 
and thoughtful consideration of students who are parents, providing helpful tips on how 
academic libraries can support this often-ignored set of scholars.

The book is divided into four parts, thirteen chapters, with the authors describing their 
work as “part toolkit, part treatise, and part call to action” (xxi). Each chapter opens with 
several learning objectives which provide scope and overview to the subject matter. Chapters 
close with discussion questions to encourage further thinking on how information might be 
relevant to readers and their campus libraries. Part 1 provides a summary of the scant data 
that is currently collected about student parents enrolled in higher education as well as the 
challenges these students are likely to encounter. Through this examination the reader is given 
a bleak picture of higher education reporting regarding student parents and of the data that 
any researcher working with this population must piece together through various reporting 
agencies. The authors’ data gathering resulted from a survey at Boise State University and 
offers a glimpse at how many students are parents, the challenges they face, and what support 
might help them graduate (xv). The answers to the questions of “why” were missing and still 
need consideration. Part 2 focuses on what the authors’ study did not address and pushes 
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the discussion beyond higher education and into the realm of university libraries, offering 
examples of what successful partnerships with student parents can look like. Part 3 zooms 
out and looks to other organizations and institutions to examine how they are supporting 
parenting students. Part 4 dives into how the authors collected information for the book from 
their own institution, including survey results and methodology. Finally, the seven appen-
dixes provide additional materials including project plans, budgeting, and surveys discussed 
throughout the work. Useful “Field Notes” contained throughout the book offered sound, 
practical advice on integrating parenting students into library services.

The need for closer study, along with better/more data, is vital for understanding stu-
dent parents. If one of the primary issues is, as the authors argue, the lack of data that even 
acknowledges the presence of student parents, then pointing this out early is a necessary 
strategy; however, the amount of detail provided in the opening four chapters can feel very 
overwhelming. Keyes and Dworak examine and discuss every major reporting agency, offer-
ing takeaways as well as critiques. While it is helpful to acknowledge data gaps, starting with 
this level of detail left little room for excitement or momentum to move beyond the (lack of) 
numbers and into the bountiful practical advice, which is often desired early in an informa-
tional book, particularly one that is arguing for institution-wide change.

Part 2 leads off with a thorough discussion of policies and how academic libraries can 
and should do better at directly addressing children and student parents in their institutional 
policies. Chapter 5 “explores the academic libraries of eighty of the largest four-year institu-
tions across the United States and analyzes their policies—or, rather, lack of policies—re-
garding children in the library,” an eye-opening examination that convincingly argues all 
academic libraries should directly address children and parenting students in an accessible 
and accepting manner within their written policies (83). These four chapters along with the 
final two, which discuss the authors’ own survey methods, have the most practical advice for 
librarians looking to examine and implement changes to their own libraries. Overall, Keyes 
and Dworak found that student parents are a “diverse group” who are not getting their needs 
met (or even considered) (243). Supporting Student Parents in the Academic Library is a detailed 
and well-rounded study examining the needs of student parents and how higher education 
should include them in planning library services; although, the reader may do well to pick 
and choose the chapters most applicable to their institution and interests. — Hannah Cole, 
Research & Instruction Librarian, California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 
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With the onset of COVID-19 in early 2020 and the growing outrage related 
to police brutality, libraries began thinking more critically about how to 
respond to systemic discrimination and oppression. Liberatory Librarianship 
proposes that libraries can support marginalized groups of people and aims 
to inspire librarians to work toward equality, not just through diversity, 
equity, and inclusion efforts, but through promoting social justice in the 
programming and services provided to their communities (xiii). The editors, 
along with chapter contributors, set out to prove that liberatory librarian-
ship “goes beyond decolonizing.” They encourage the leveraging of library 


